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The Holy Cross Herald   ❖  September 2019 
The Episcopal Church of the Holy Cross    +    51 West Main Street    +    North East, PA 

      ”By the power of the holy cross… 
                         
                                

                                                                      

                                      WWe adore you, O Christ, 

                 and we bless your name,   
                   for by your holy cross      
         you have redeemed the world. 
           

          Holy Cross Day 
This year’s celebration of our name-day 
will be a glad and exciting occasion.  It 
will be the first such celebration for all 
our newest members, and we aim to give 
them and the rest of us a taste of what it 
means to be a church that rejoices in its 
special connection to this central symbol 
of our faith.  Since we began to take more 
seriously our motto – A potentia sacris cru-
cis; ‘by the power of the holy cross’ – God 
has indeed shown us the cross’s power to 
bring life out of death, hope out of des-
pair, a thriving church out of a sad and 
confused group of people who had lost 
their way.   

 

Our first taste of this power was in under-
standing that the ‘view from the bottom’ 
is the starting-point for genuine reliance 
on God’s providence; and from that point 
we began to organize all aspects of our pa-
rish’s life around the principles of laying 
down life for the sake of others, relying 
on God for all our needs, making a wit-
ness against the cruelty and violence of 

our society, extending help and hope to  
those ground down by it. We have taken 
our place in this community – along with 
churches 10 times our size – as a leader in 
its ministries to the poor; we are known 
far beyond our doors as a church that 
tries in its every action to live its faith; we 
are known as much for the joy and  
serenity of our common life as  
for our outreach to those in need.   
 

Such is the power of the holy cross, 
that we have learned to trust with- 
out question.  It is worth celebrating once 
a year as the special part of our Christian 
life that it is.  The service on that day will 
sparkle with special music (including, of 
course, the Holy Cross ‘fight song’, our 
very own hymn); and the brunch after-
ward has already been planned to be even 
more wonderful than usual. The miracle 
of our God’s turning an instrument of 
torture and death into a symbol of the 
power of love to triumph over even those 
horrible things is why we cherish our spe-
cial relationship with the cross, and seek 
to remember it with thanksgiving and re-
dedication each September.  We hope 
that every member of Holy Cross will be 
present for the feast – first at the Lord’s 
table and then at our own.  Come and 
remember and rejoice!             + 
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                                    september          

                       calendar 
 

                       
                        
   

   1– 12 th Sunday after Pentecost 
          Lynn Allen Dean, guest organist 
  2 – AA  open meeting                    8 pm                         
  6 – Supper/ study / service            6 pm 
  8 – 14th Sunday after Pentecost  
  9 – AA open meeting                     8 pm     
13– Supper/ study / service             6 pm 
15 – 16th Sunday after Pentecost                     
        Holy Cross Day celebrated  
          Parish brunch                  11:30 am      
16– AA open meeting                      8 pm 
20 – Supper/ study / service            6 pm 
22 – 16th  Sunday after Pentecost   
    Bishop’s Committee meeting      Noon    
23 – AA open meeting                     8 pm 
24-29 – Pies, Pies, Pies                    9 am 
27-29         Wine Festival  
29 – 17th  Sunday after Pentecost   
30 – AA open meeting                     8 pm 

 

                   BIRTHDAYS    
 

  1 – Celinda Scott 
16 – Chris Babo 
18 – Lisa Furey 
19 – Elizabeth  &  
  Victoria Schwartz 
20 – Debby Seifert 
25 – Kelly McDonald 
30 – Lorre Beach 

 

 

Warden’s Words 
Many years ago, Holy Cross began parti-
cipating in the Adopt-a-Student program, 
a mission of the North East Schools and 
Council of Churches.  Parishioners then 
felt that we couldn’t do much, but we 
would help out.  So we began by spon-
soring 3 children.  It took some convin-
cing to try to raise that number; eventu-
ally we sponsored 4.  Then we must have 
fallen into a slump because we didn’t 
sponsor any for a time.  The desire to 
participate again returned and we took a 
leap of faith and sponsored 9.  Parish-
ioners were a bit startled but came 
through, as they always do. From that 
point Holy Cross never looked back; and 
I began challenging us each year to try to 
do better than the year before. That effort 
continues and now includes ‘Friends of 
Holy Cross’ that may not worship with us 
but when hearing of this program also 
want to help.  Last year we sponsored 34 
children, a new record for us.  This year 
there weren’t enough children for every-
one who initially wanted to help, but we 
matched last year’s total of 34.  I prayed 
for just 1 more.  God never disappoints: 
He gave us 4 more and a new record of 
38!   Thank you God!! 
 

Virtually everyone at Holy Cross partici-
pated along with Holly Alcorn, Bill and 
Sonja Erickson and Dan and Danielle 
Galbreath.  Even in this day of rising 
costs, we managed to spend $2,775 on  
the children.  Being the change we’d like 
to see in the world does begin with us!     + 
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      Notes from the Treasurer 
Trying to make ends meet in 
summertime can be a bit stressful for a 
church treasurer.  School’s out and sum-
mer outings and vacations are in.  Offer-
ings are somewhat smaller, but financial 
obligations remain the same, with an ad-
ded surprise or two.  But God does pro-
vide what we need when we need it, time 
and time again.  Our August bills are 
paid as we begin September, with a little 
money left over.  The results are: 

 

Beg. bal.         $    16 
 Incoming 7,564 
 Outgoing         7,539 
 End. bal.      41 
 

Your continued support of God’s minis-
tries and missions at Holy Cross is the fa-
bric of who we are, what we’re about and 
how we get it done.  THANK YOU!! 
             Faithfully, Anne Bardol         + 

 

                          A Grape Day in   
                                  the Kingdom 
 

                                                                                         

                                                                          Well it's that time of the 
year again ...... Grape Pies are on the way!  
Preparations have begun for the grape pie 
sale during Wine Fest 2019.  Once again 
we will need all hands on deck from Sep-
tember 24th through the 29th.  Pie pro-
duction will take place at church on the 
following schedule: 

 

- Tuesday, September 24, 9 am: Preparing 
the dry pie dough mix.  If you can come, 
please bring a pastry blender and a bowl.  
Lunch will be provided.   
 

- Thursday and Friday, September 27 and 
28 (maybe Saturday as well) - 9 am: Mak-
ing and baking pies. If you have a pastry 
cloth and rolling-pin cover, please bring 
them.  Lunch will be provided. 
  

Setup will be on Thursday evening, and 
we will be open for business Friday and 
Saturday from 10 to 5 and Sunday from 
noon till we sell out!  We will be selling 
whole grape pies, regular and sugar-free 
($12), and pie by the piece. We also hope 
to have a big selection of our usual varie-
ty: fudge, caramel corn, rye, white and 
sweet breads, muffins, cookies, etc., as 
well as coffee.  Pies can be ordered by cal-
ling the church, leaving a message if ne-
cessary.  As you can see, there will be a lot 
going on during the week, so any help 
will be appreciated.                                +    
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Bishop’s Committee report 

The August BC meeting opened with a 
reading from an issue of Vestry Papers on 
Leadership as embracing change, and em-
bracing each other. The article stressed 
the importance of listening to all voices 
and ensuring that relationships within 
the congregation are preserved.   
 

We discussed the morning’s visit of a dea-
con from the diocese of Western NY who 
is searching for a home church and might 
like to take up diaconal ministry with us; 
she is also contemplating ordination to 
priesthood.  If she returns we will invite 
her to sit in on our next BC meeting.  
We continued our ongoing discussion of 
how we might be able to form relation-
ships with WNY.  We also expect Lynn 
Dean as guest organist on September 1. 

 

The question of advertising in the Dist-
rict Band program arose – we have done 
this in the past, with no visible result, but 
it is probably good to spend $75 to keep 
our name visible in the community. 

 

Property:  The parking lot paving could 
be done within the next couple of weeks 
with hope that it will be cured by Wine 
Festival weekend.  The eaves on the south 
side of the church need work; Anne Bar-
dol will consult Brian Hathaway about it.  
The light above the kitchen sink needs 
new bulbs and possible re-wiring for 
LED’s; Carol will see to it.   
 

Treasurer’s Report: We now have enough  

money to pay bills in full for the month. 
Guest Chris Babo inquired about our use 
of pledge cards; which we explained as a 
way to identify future income for annual 
budgets and satisfy the parochial report’s 
guidelines.  Anne finds them of limited 
usefulness, since she has a good idea of 
what people will give without them.  Bob 
Armstrong, diocesan treasurer, has asked 
us to pay another $2500 to the diocese, 
which will result in our loan being written 
off.   Anne will take money from the dio-
cesan trust and pay this once written con-
firmation of this arrangement is received.  

 

Upcoming Events:  Holy Cross day will 
be celebrated on September 15;  Sunday, 
October 6, (near St. Francis’ day) might 
be a good time to have another service to 
bless animals.                                       + 
 
 

September  
Note from Hannah 
[Note: this month’s contri- 
bution from our roving reporter  
comes from closer to home…..] 
The Monarch caterpillars know when 
their time has come.  After a summer of 
eating milkweed — a strange plant itself as 
it poisons almost all who consume it, ex-
cept the curious caterpillar — the insect 
awakes one day and knows.  It knows, 
deep in its gooey body, that this day will 
be its last in this form.   

 

On this day, which is different for each, 
the caterpillar finds a quiet, protected 
place. It hangs in preparation. Then, sud-
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denly, its back splits open, starting with 
the caterpillar’s head.  As its multicolored 
skin peels back and falls away, a bright 
green chrysalis emerges.  In an amazingly 
short amount of time there are no recog-
nizable caterpillar parts left.  
 

Does he or she know this experience? Do 
they feel what it’s like to shape-shift, lose 
its entire identity, turn into a liquid and 
then re-form as a new creature?  Does the 
butterfly know of the miracle required to 
give it this freedom?  

 

Only ten percent of butterfly eggs survive 
long enough to live these two lives and 
reach the point where they fly.  Most are 
hatched and eaten by other insects while  

still tiny caterpillars, but for the ones that 
survive, we wonder:  Do they know that 
they are a miracle?  Despite their small 
size and seeming insignificance in the 
eyes of other insects, mammals, and the 
modern world, are these small creatures 
able to comprehend that they are literal 
bits of magic?  

 

Though one can hope,  
they probably do not know.  
But, perhaps, this is for the 
best.  For their ignorance 
 makes the miracle more pure.  
The caterpillars and butterflies are simple 
representations of how miracles by God 
and nature truly work; without arrogance 
or pride.                                            + 

 

The  Last  Word  . . . .  

Holy Cross Day– more properly the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross – is  one of those ‘his-
torical’ commemorations that hover in the twilight between fantasy and fact.  In 328, the Emperor 
Constantine’s mother Helena (whose Christian commitment preceded his by many years) claimed 
to have discovered a fragment of the cross on which Jesus was crucified (you can imagine the Rom-
an army offering up chunks of this mode of execution to interested parties….) and lodged it in the 
new Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem.  The date of dedication was supposedly Septem-
ber 14.  Ever since then, the Western Church has observed the day as a special time of devotion to 
the cross of Jesus.  This may not have much to do with the life of the Episcopal Church of the Holy 
Cross; but someone in 1878 thought that a new church should be dedicated to what Christians 
now refer to as ‘The Cross’ (just as if it weren’t one of thousands in the ordinary life of the Roman 
Empire) – giving us responsibility for witness to this appalling mode of torture in a special way. 
 

I haven’t been able to track down exactly why this church was named as it was.  After all, no Chris-
tian church is without some kind of devotion to ‘The Cross’.  But somebody wanted this one to be 
a place of special devotion to it, and somebody else (probably the same guy who designed ‘coats of 
arms’ for all the churches in the diocese) gave us our motto, ‘A potentia sacris crucis’.  Now, as I’ve 
said so often, the connection of crosses to power is intimate and completely historical: crucifixion 
was designed as a message about power; namely that the crucifiers have power and the crucified do 
not.  It was one of the many symbols of the state-terrorism at which the Empire excelled, a compact, 
unmistakable message of, ‘This is what you can expect if you try to mess with the order of things we 
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have designed for the benefit of the powerful at the expense of the powerless.  This is what we do to 
people who try to challenge that, and what we will do to you if you decide to be one of them.’ 
 

But something different happened when they crucified Jesus.  He spent his short life challenging 
the business-as-usual of the Empire, the order of Might-makes-Right and devil-take-the-hindmost. 
He spent it bringing healing and hope to the people left out by the order of things in society and re-
ligion. He reminded people that their nation had been plucked out of slavery, and given a mission 
of liberation from then on. He scoffed at the ‘honor’ culture with its obsession about ‘rank’ and po-
wer.  He made it clear that the Kingdom of God had no truck with the kingdom of Caesar and all 
the petty tyrants it spawned throughout society.  And he paid for those actions with his life. But be-
cause he never wavered in his allegiance to God’s Kingdom, and gave up his life rather than adopt 
any of Caesar’s methods to save it, his death wasn’t just another victory for the system’s cruelty and 
violence.  It was a witness to God’s power over these things, the power to refuse the compromises 
demanded, hold fast to God’s ways whatever ‘the System’ can do to you, and change the world.     
 

Here is what I said six years ago about this, as we celebrated all the ‘building’ we had done for years 
before that: The power of the Holy Cross is mightier than any weapon, any human relationship, 
any bank account, any threat.  It gives life, with no guarantee of mere survival.  (It cannot exist, in 
fact, where survival is the goal: to take up one’s cross, whatever else it may mean, is assuredly the 
willingness to sign one’s own death warrant.) But where it is embraced, where a person or a cong-
regation chooses to lose itself in the purposes of God’s Kingdom, then miracles happen.  Lives are 
transformed; people who had forgotten how to trust are held secure in the mercy of God….   
 

This festival for our name-day can be an occasion for memory that will sustain us – not just ‘remin-
iscing’ about events, but a real re-membering (the opposite of ‘dis-membering’), a real ‘putting it all to-
gether’ of how we got to this day. It has been through the heroic efforts of many of our members, 
and the amazing generosity of our friends; but none of that would have mattered without our con-
sent to live as if we had nothing to lose except God’s approval, nothing to be anxious about except 
straying from his path for us, everything to gain from throwing caution to the winds and… making 
Holy Cross a beacon of God’s love and care to our community. That’s the power of the holy cross.  
 

The building of a church can’t be about bricks and boards; it has to be about the hearts of its peo-
ple.  In that light, the ceilings, walls, floors of this place are for more than just holding us up, keep-
ing us warm, giving us a place to be. They are daily witnesses to us of a power beyond ourselves 
which demands our whole allegiance (and won’t come to dwell in our ‘temples’ – bricks or bodies – 
where there is any competition), but repays it with miracles; which frightens us with its strength 
even as it demands that we forsake our fears; which calls us to self-forgetfulness and self-denial – 
making ourselves small – so that its own greatness can be revealed: the power of the Holy Cross, in 
which we live even if we don’t survive, which saves us and sanctifies us and empowers us to be more 
than we ever imagined – if only we don’t forget……      
 

Six years later, I don’t think we’ve forgotten.  May God’s mercy keep us in the path of mindfulness, 
and show us what else it would have us do in the power of the holy cross.                      Carol   + 



+   Episcopal Church of the Holy Cross    + 
          51 West Main Street 

          North East, PA 16428 
 
 

 
 
Holy Cross Day, September 14 
The Holy Cross Herald is the monthly publication of the Episcopal Church of the Holy 
Cross, 51 West Main Street in North East, 16428 – also at (814) 725-4679, or on the Web 
at www.holycrossne.org.  Subscribe to the e-edition online – just send your e-mail address 
to us via the ‘contact’ function on our website.   Whoever you are, the Episcopal Church 
welcomes you!  We seek to worship God in openness, charity and joy, and serve our 
neighbors near and far. 
 

Weekly Calendar 
 

Sunday  8:30 & 10:30 am - Holy Eucharist 
         11:30 am    -    Coffee and fellowship    
                Brunch (third Sunday) 
 

Monday  8 pm - Alcoholics Anonymous  
               open meeting         Downstairs lounge  
 

Friday Supper and Study (beg. October)6 pm 
                                            Parish hall upstairs 
 

Saturday   (third Sat.)   Craft Group     10 am 
                                            Parish hall upstairs 
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In our prayers + Healing: David, Reid, Roland, Sue, Walter, Martha, Janet, Jim, Bill, Katie, Carlo, Gloria, 
Ian, Juanita, Dale, John, Joseph, Ja-son, Mia,  Nels, Gianna, Peggy, Gayle, Dan, Susie, Jane, Amber, John and Bec-
ky, Chris, Owen, Catherine, Ron, Ken, Jim, Scott, Yasmine, Bill, Ruth;  refugees, prisoners and all in danger; Co-
rey, Danny, Morgan, Keith, Chris, Zach, Harrison, Cara, Cordell, David, Jennifer, Ryan and Jade, Justin and all 
in our armed forces; the homeless, hungry, unemployed, enslaved, addicted, abused, lonely, bereaved or afraid 
 

Our national leaders; the United Nations; the Middle East, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Africa, Hong Kong, Haiti,  
 

Our church: Our diocese, mission, leaders and ministries            Fellow Christians: NE neighbors; the persecuted 
 
                                     

                       

                                  september 1      september 8      september 15      September 22      September 29 
                                  

Altar Guild       Lisa Furey          Debby Seifert           Anne Bardol           Deb Huck          Joanne Hopkins                   
                             
Acolyte                                                                        -                  Lisa Furey               -  
 

Lector             Kelly McDonald       Bethia Nier             Chris Babo             Becky Babo            Julie Creed            
                                                                                                              
Chalice                  Anne Bardol            Lisa Furey            Anne Bardol            Lisa Furey             Anne Bardol 
 

Coffee                 Lisa Furey          Kelly McDonald         BRUNCH           Anne Bardol          Chris Babo        
 

Tellers         Huck /Hopkins          Seifert/ Beach        Creed / volunteer     Furey /Jones          Furey / Jones                      
 

Trash                                                          –             William Miller                 –          
Many thanks to all who volunteer for these important jobs! 

 


